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NEWS AND NOTES
The Program of the Annual Meeting
by JAMES W. COVINGTON
THE FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY held its 1958 program
and business meeting in Tampa at the Hillsboro Hotel on April
10-12 with the University of Tampa and the Hillsborough
County Historical Commission as cosponsors. James W. Coving-
ton, representing both the University of Tampa and the Commis-
sion, was chairman of the program committee and J. Ryan Beiser
of the University of Tampa was in charge of local arrangements.
The Board of Directors met on the evening of April 10 and the
report of their activities appears below. Dr. Jesse Keene, pro-
fessor of history at the University of Tampa, presided at the
opening program session on Friday morning. Father Jerome of
St. Leo Abbey delivered the invocation.
Three separate greetings were extended to the assembled
historians : Mr. Fred Clampitt, administrative assistant, spoke
for Mayor Nick Nuccio of Tampa, Mrs. Harry L. Weedon for
the Hillsborough County Historical Commission and Acting
President, Dr. M. C. Rhodes for the University of Tampa. Miss
Dena Snodgrass, president, responded for the Society. Messages
of good wishes were read from Mr. Julien C. Yonge and Sena-
tor Spessard L. Holland.
Papers during the morning treated happenings in Florida
in recent years. Dr. Ben F. Rogers of Florida State University
spoke on “Florida During World War II.” Mr. Walter Fuller
of St. Petersburg, a past director of the Society, humorously
detailed the flight of Tony Jannus and the beginnings of com-
mercial aviation. “The Zangara-Roosevelt-Cermak Episode” was
realistically related by Dr. N. D. Shappee of the University of
Miami. The interpretation of Florida history for public enjoy-
ment in museums in the state’s parks was described by Dr. Arnold
B. Grobman, director, Florida State Museum. Slides of recently
completed projects were shown.
Theodore Lesley of the Hillsborough County Historical Com-
mission presided over the luncheon session when reports of local
historical societies were heard. Reporting were: Mr. Louis
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Capron, Palm Beach Historical Society; Dr. Ben F. Rogers, Tal-
lahassee Historical Society; Dr. Charles T. Thrift, Jr., Polk Coun-
ty Historical Commission; Mr. Justin Havee, Historical Associa-
tion of Southern Florida; Mrs. John Branch, Florida Genealogical
Society; Mr. W. I. Drysdale, St. Augustine Quadricentennial
Celebration Committee; Mr. T. T. Wentworth, Jr., Pensacola
Historical Society; Mr. William Griffen, St. Augustine Historical
Society; Mrs. C. C. Miller, Lakeland Historical Society; Miss
Dena Snodgrass, Jacksonville Historical Society; Mrs. Harry L.
Weedon, Hillsborough County Historical Commission and a re-
port by Mrs. Ianthe Bond Hebel, Volusia County Historical So-
ciety was read by Dr. Rembert W. Patrick.
The afternoon session, a seminar in Florida history, was
presided over by Dr. Weymouth T. Jordan of Florida State Uni-
versity. The panel members were Drs. Hale Smith, Florida
State University, Herbert J. Doherty, University of Florida and
Charlton W. Tebeau, University of Miami. Their papers encom-
passed the span of history from the days of Indian habitation to
the present. Dr. Rembert W. Patrick led the discussion which
followed.
A reception for the guests was held in the museum room of
the Hillsborough County Historical Commission at the court
house.
The highlight of the meeting was the annual dinner at which
Mr. Anthony Pizzo of Tampa gave a stimulating talk on Jose
Marti and his activities in Florida.
The Saturday morning session was unusually well attended
as the program was of special interest, centering around the
difficulties of Spain’s rule of Florida. Mrs. Helen Tanner of the
University of Michigan was chairman. Spanish-Indian relation-
ships during the seventeenth century were discussed by Mr.
Lewis J. Larson, Jr., of the Georgia Historical Commission. Dr.
Charles Fairbanks, Florida State University, brought new inter-
pretations into a discussion of the Seminole during the first period
of Spain’s ownership of Florida. The many economic problems
of Spanish governors in the territory were described by Dr.
John J. TePaske of Duke University to an amused and sympathe-
tic audience. Dr. Charles W. Arnade, Florida State University,
as discussant, cleverly interwove the speakers’ themes in summary.
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